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2011[11] BMW 740d [FǦ01] M SPORT BiǦTurbo DIESEL 4 Door SALOON, 8 Speed Automatic. 3.0
Litre, 6 Cylinder InǦLine 24ǦValve DOHC, 306BHP/600Nm, Sequential TwinǦTurbo DIESEL. This
megaǦspec as well as UNIQUE TwinǦSequential M Sport BiǦTurbo delivers a cool 306BHP with a
gigantuous/effortless 600Nm of torque She is finished in Black SAPPHIRE Metallic with VENETIAN Beige
Dakota leather interior. There is no other car that can impress more in combining sporty comfort with luxury
than this Fifth generation F01 740d TwinǦTurbo Saloon. She has been draped with so many tasteful design
enhancement features that it would easily fill a sizeable novel. The 740d within the 7ǦSeries of models, is the
flagship luxury saloon within the BMW range. As such it rivals models such as the MercedesǦBENZ’ S350CDI
Bluetec, Audi A8 4.2/3.0TDI, and of course the VW Phaeton 4.2/3.0TDI. The 740d is BMW's top of the range
luxuryoilburner.ItisasimilarstorywiththeMercedesSǦClassandtheAudiA8.ThemodernDieselisnowthe
undisputedkingforpoweringtheluxurycarsaswellastheLeMansracecircuit.Theperformancepotentialof
this latest generation/newly designed all alloy twinǦturbo charged 3.0 litre StraightǦinǦline 6 cylinder 24valve
diesel power plant will induce sweat into the most able A8 4.2TDi and/or the S350CDi driver. It packs such a
bracing punch with its 306BHP by courtesy of its staggeringly fierce a là 600Nm torque between 1500 and
2500rpm,whichresultsinanexhilaratingpunchypacethatissimplybreathtaking.Sheissmoothandplush,and
the ride and handling faithfully combines cosseting comfort with decent feedback and control. That is quite a
featinsuchabigcar.Shemaybegrand,butsheshrinksaroundyou,huggingyouandmakingyoufeelasifyou
aredrivingasporty3Series.ThissixǦcylindercrackerwithaburblethatistrulyaddictiveresultsinanimpressive
0Ǧ60mph that growls her way as soon as you hit pass the firewall in just 6 seconds with a top speed reaching
155mph.Nowforacarthatiswellovertwotonsinweightthatisimpressivelyagileperformance.Furthermore,
thishugelycapableandtalentedallǦrounder,particularlyinthisDIESELguiseisarguablythebestdieselluxury
cartodayatthesametimeprovidingyouwithanexcellentallroundfueleconomyofjustover40mpg.Combine
this with BMW’s legendary rear wheel drive, the matching sportiness of the electronically controlled dampers,
thenewfacelift’smodernbodyconstructionandanelegantinteriorwithitsFineBrushedAluminiuminteriortrim
décorandgoandaddtothatergonomicallydesignedplushseatsinbeautifulwhitecreamǦblackOYSTERsoft
exclusiveDAKOTAleatherandyouhaveinthis740d,acarthatissettingthehigheststandardsinperformance,
luxury and driving excellence. When you then are comfortably settled behind the steering wheel with her
plethoraofbuttonsyoucannothelpbutimagineyouareabouttopilota747withenoughonǦboardcomputing
power to help you takeǦoff graciously. With a myriad of manufactured extras so skilfully placed around the
dashboard and centre console all desirably generating confidence instead of rivalry, sensation instead of
sensationalising. The twoǦtone interior, a nice combination of oyster and black, creates a calm and pleasant
drivingatmosphere.Basically,thewholeinterioriscoveredinleathernotplastic,regardlessofwhetherweare
talkingaboutthedashboardortheseats.DecorativeFine WoodinteriortriminASH grainAnthracite Finishes
[04CA] has been used on both the dashboard and the centre console, making us believe that we're actually
lounging in a yacht, rather than a car. These are the attributes that make BMW’s 740d, the true luxury
performance saloon of the 21st century. An incredible car with an unbeatable value. That is the creative
inventiveness of BMW engineers of today. Why not participate in this incredible driving experience daily, and
becomepartofBMW’sluxuryworldtoday.Donotmissthisuniqueopportunityofexperiencingandowningthis
stupendous driving machine. A car conceived and built for the special in YOU!. An incredible car with an
unbeatablevalue.ThatistheingeniousofMUNICHinlivingform,whichis whatmakesaneverydayrealityof
thistheUltimateDrivingMachineofourmodernera.


MAKE:
MODEL:
Registration NUMBER:
Date of First Registration:
COLOUR [Body / Interior]:
Number of Cylinders & TYPE:
Cylinder CAPACITY:
Horse POWER / Torque:
Chassis NUMBER:
Engine NUMBER:
Fuel TYPE:
Oil TYPE:

BMW
740d [F-01] M SPORT Bi-Turbo 8-Sp Tiptronic Auto, 4 Dr Saloon.
GU11XFJ
03rd March 2011
BlackSAPPHIREMetallic[475M]/ VENETIANBeigeDakotaLeather[LCDF]
6_InLine24Valve,DOHCTwin Sequential Turbo Diesel
2993 cc

306 BHP [230Kw] / 443 Lbf-Ft [600Nm]

WBAKM82030CN19242
26347518
DIESEL Fuel OIL [SHELL v-Power Diesel ONLY]
CASTROL Edge TurboDiesel [ACEA A3/B3/B4,C3; SAE 0W-30; API SM/CF; BMW Longlife-04]
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The “HiCalibreCars.Com” Equipment Guide is presented as an additional aid for our Clients. We endeavour to maintain accurate information, however cannot
guarantee the details as detailed above and request that you carefully check for yourself the accuracy of information as presented. HiCalibreCars.Com accepts no
liability whatsoever for any misrepresentation, omissions and/or any miss-entry and strongly recommends that each individual item is verified physically on the car
DISCLAIMER
therefore confirming the exact specification of this vehicle.

BMWF01740d4DoorSaloonREVIEW
Oil-burning, twin-turbo 7-series offers a compelling blend of virtues
ThelatestadditiontoBMW’s7ǦseriesluxoǦbargerange,thenew740disMunich’sbiggestperformance
diesel.
Although it soundslikeit shouldbeaV8, thisisactuallythe firstBMWtorunthetwinǦturbocharged
versionofMunich’slatestallǦaluminium,2993ccdieselsix.
Thiscarisn’tpoweredbythesame282bhpironǦblockedenginethatyou’llfindina535d,then,buta
lighter and even more efficient unit with BMW’s thirdǦgeneration commonǦrail direct injection
technologyandmuchofitsEfficientDynamicstrickerytoo.Itproduces301bhpand443lbftoftorque.
What’sitlike?
ThislatestdieselSevenisgoodfor0Ǧ62mphin6.3secand155mphflatout.It’llalsoreturnfueleconomy
ontherightsideof40mpg,andemitsjust181g/kmofCO2.BMWclaimsthatallofthosefiguresare
classǦleading,andwecan’tfaultthem.Soisitasimpressiveoffthespecsheet?
We sampled the new 740d on challenging roads in the Scottish highlands and, although those roads
were narrow and more undulating than many on BMW’s development routes, the big BMW put in a
verygoodperformanceindeed.
Its advantage over a 730d in terms of outright shove isn’t huge; we drove back to back with the less
powerfuldiesel,andweren’toverwhelmedbythestepupinperformance.Wherethe740ddoesscore
over its cheaper sibling, though, is in its sharper throttle response, greater torque at low revs and
greater power high up the rev range. It’s much quicker to react when you flex your right foot than a
730d,andpilesonpacethroughthegearsineffortlesslybriskfashion.
Theperformanceandeconomyimprovementshavebeenmadeonthisengineinseveralways.Dieselis
now injected at 2000psi for more efficient combustion, and Munich’s Efficient Dynamics tech means
thealternator,andotherpowerǦdrainingancillaries,candisengageunderacceleration,allowingmore
oftheengine’spowertobefedtoitswheels.
But the most significant change relative to the old twinǦturbo diesel six comes on the smaller of the
engine’stwoturbochargers,whichhasvariablevanestoimproveresponseatlowrevs.Asaresult,peak
torquecomesinatjust1500rpm;youget30lbftlesstwistina535d,andnotuntil2000rpm.
We drove the 740d in M Sport specification, with optional 20Ǧinch alloy wheels, and yet it rode
extremely quietly, and surprisingly comfortably with its adaptive dampers, active antiǦroll bars and
myriadothertailoreddrivingsystemssettoComfort.
Wheelsaside,theMSportupgrademakesnodifferencetothecar’schassis,butneitherextragripnor
addedcomposureisrequiredwhenyouflickovertoSportmode.Thesteeringquickensandloadsup
slightly,andthedamperstiethecardownontotheroadverywell.
Whatyouendupwithisacarthatcanbedrivenacrosscountryjustasquicklyasapropersportssaloon
– albeit with greater precision than involvement – but with a great deal more comfort, and going a
greatdealfurtherbetweenpumpsthanatruesportssaloonwould.
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ShouldIbuyone?
BMW’sdieselenginesaretheenvyofthecarindustry.ItamazeduswiththeoilǦburningmotorsinthe
1996E36325tds,the1998E39530dandmostrecentlywiththetwinǦturbochargedunitsinthe535dand
123d.
It’s got another headlineǦmaker with heater plugs here Ǧ a truly remarkable powerplant in a very
commendablecarindeed.
Jaguar’s new XJ may be hogging the limelight right now, but it’ll have its work cut out winning an
Autocargrouptestwitha740dinvolved.Because,althoughthiscarisexpensive,it’salsofast,refined,
economical,spaciousandquietlybrillianttodrive.
Unbeatable
Verdict
There’s no better 7ǦSeries than the 740d. Its breadth of performance is staggering, as is its ability to
return40mpgǦplus.Whyanyonewouldbuyapetrolversionisbeyondus!
FactorinachassisthatbenefitsfromBMW’sexcellentDynamicDriveControlsystem,andyouhavea
bigsaloonthatissportyyetcomfortable–allattheflickofaswitch.
Theluxurycarworld has been turned upsidedownbyJaguar’sstunningnew XJ.Sowhatarethebig
cat’srivalsdoingtocompetewiththislatestflagshipheadǦturner?
Well,eventhoughthenew7ǦSerieshasonlyjustbeenlaunched,BMWwillofferahybridversionnext
year.Fornow,there’sthe740d–themostpowerfuldiesel7ǦSeriesever.
Under the bonnet is an even more muscular version of the 3.0Ǧlitre sixǦcylinder twinǦturbo oilǦburner
thatpowersthe730d,whichwillmakeitswayintothenew5ǦSeries,too.Itproduces61bhpmore,at
306bhp,anddeliversamassive600Nmoftorque–a60Nmadvantage.
Hooked up to a slickǦshifting sixǦspeed auto, the unit propels the newcomer from 0Ǧ62mph in 6.3
seconds – a second faster than the 730d – and 155mph. Drivers won’t be penalised at the pumps,
though.Infact,asthe740dreturns40.9mpgandemits181g/kmofCO2,it’sevenmoreefficientthan
thecurrent730d–althougharevisedversionofthelatterisdueinSeptember.
Howdoesthemodelperformontheroad?Well,it’sabsolutelystorming.Theenormoustorqueoutput
meansresponseisinstantaneousandsupercarǦfastbetween50mphǦ75mph.
It’seasytofindyourselftravelling atveryhighspeeds,partlybecausethere’ssolittlewindorengine
noise,whiletheblendofcomfortandarangeofaround600milesmakesthisasupremelongǦdistance
car.
The way the 740d tackles corners is just as impressive. As with all 7ǦSeries, it has Dynamic Drive
Control. This gives the option of Comfort, Normal, Sport and Sport + modes, which alter the
responsiveness of the steering, suspension and traction control. It means you can make the car
boulevardǦsmoothoneminute,sportsǦcarǦfirmthenext.
Asyou’dexpect,allthiscomesataprice.The740dwillcostover£58,000–around£5,000morethan
the730d.

Thelatterisfastenoughformost,butifyouhavethefunds,thenewcarisawonderfulallǦrounder.
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Keyspecs
*Price:£58,000(est.)
*Engine:3.0Ǧlitre6cylturbodiesel,306bhp
*Torque:600Nm
*Transmission:SixǦspeedautomatic,rearǦwheeldrive
*0Ǧ62/topspd:6.3secs/155mph
*Econ/CO2:40.9mpg/181g/km
*Equipment:DynamicDriveControl,iDrivewith10.2Ǧinchscreen,stereosystemwith8Gbharddrive,
19Ǧinch
This is BMW’s thirdǦgeneration twinǦturbo unit, and it is, in a word, brilliant. The 3.0Ǧlitre follows the
same littleǦandǦlarge turbo layout as before– the smaller and more responsive blower kicking in low
downtherevrange,withthebiggerunittakingoverinthemidǦrangetoredlineforaseamlessflowof
torque.
As well as the allǦalloy engine’s fuel injection layout featuring a higher 2000 bar pressure rate, the
smaller turbo now features variable vane technology for prompter lowǦrev response. Which explains
why peak torque of 443lb ft kicks in at a very low 1500rpm. Other highlights includeBMW’svaunted
Efficient Dynamics to recoup lost energy during braking – it also disengages the alternator, climate
controlsandotherenergysapperswhenthey’renotneededorduringhardacceleration.
Getoutofthealreadybrisk730dandintothe740dandwhilethemorepowerfulcardoesn’tfeelcorǦ
blimey quicker than the 730d, it does feel far more responsive and alert. Twitch your right foot and
there’s instant acceleration in any gear and at any revs. It’s a stupendously quick and effortless car,
lungingforwardonahugelyaddictivesurgeofaccelerationthathasthespeedoonfastforwardandthe
revǦcounteronslowǦmo.
PointeddownawindingroadwiththeDynamicDrivesettoSport,the740dfeelslikeamuchsmaller
andlightercar–alongtheribboningroadsaroundInverness,the740dfeltlitheandagile,farmoreso
thanitssizeandweightwouldhaveyoubelieve.
Dynamically,it’smightyimpressive.Anditannihilatesroadswithanalmosthaughtyinsouciance.The
engineemitsabarelyaudiblebackgroundrumbleatlowtomediumspeedsandalovelycrispredline
growl.Thechassisfeelstautandunflappable,thesteeringclearanddirect.Lovely.
Ahyes.A£6500premium–thepriceofadecentscrappageǦreadysupermini–mightseemabitsteep
for the single digit step from 730d to 740d, but given the extra dimension of athleticism and
responsivenessitaddstoanalreadyexceptionalpackage,BMWexpect15%of7Ǧseriesbuyerstotick
the740dbox.Andbearinmind,optingforthebiǦturboenginemeanslittleinthewayofeconomyor
emissionspenalty–itreturnsbarelybelievable40.9mpgand181g/kmeconomyandCO2figures.
TheBavariancarmakerBMWunveiledbackin1977itsflagshipmodel,thesoǦcalled7Series,abrand
new lineup that was only offered in the form of a sedan. Often called by BMW a "premium car" but
clearlyaimedattheluxurymarket,the7Seriesisnow,33yearslater,atitsfifthgeneration,andstill
servesasthemostluxuriousandtopǦofǦtheǦrangeBimmer.

The latest 7 Series contraption entered production in September 2008 and BMW used its creative
marketing skills to catch everyone's attention. As most people were expecting a fancy and grand
unveiling,theGermanmarquedecidedtodothingsinadifferentanduniqueway.

Therevised7SeriestravelledtoRussia,andmorespecificallytoKremlin,whereBMWwantedtotake
the wraps off the new model right in the middle of Red Square. After a twoǦday sleep under around
180,000silverballsinsertedintoagianthourglass,thenew7Seriesfinallyshoweditsfaceinfrontof
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hundredsofpeopleonJuly8,2008.Thefirstimpression?Therevisedmodelwaswortheverycentfrom
BMW'smarketingbudget.


Internally known as F01, the luxury car lineup received the 740d engine configuration in September
2009andwasdescribedthesamewayBMWdoesforallofitsproducts:perfect.Thenewpowerplant
wassaidtoreturnextraordinaryfuelconsumptionfiguresforthepoweritprovidedandBMW'sofficials
figures were quick to confirm this: 26.1 mpg (9 l/100km) city, 41.2 mpg (5.7 l/100km) highway,
maximumpowerof306hp.

Stilladdressedtowealthypeople,the7SeriesseemstobethekindofcarthatonlyAngelaMerkel(no
punintendedmadam,weknowyou'reowningthe7Series)orSilvioBerlusconiwouldbuyandhandit
toachauffeur.Dependingonthemarketitisavailablein,therevisedlineup'spricingbeginsataround
70,000 euros without taxes and goes up to 120,000 euros for the topǦofǦtheǦrange configuration.

We received the BMW 7 Series 740d for a couple of days, so continue reading to find out what we
learnedaboutthecar.

Intermsofexteriorstyling,thenew7SeriesborrowsseveralthingsfromtheCSconcept.Thefirstpart
that catches the eye is the large, massive, BMWǦsignature kidney grille, with the front end clearly
reminiscentoftheconcept.

The overall design is often described ugly, boring or simply BMWǦish. The headlamps for example
obviously comefitted withBMW's "angeleyes"butthey alsobenefitfrom theBMW Dynamic Xenon
technologywhichwe'lldetailinourreview'sGadgetsection.

The car we tested had optional 19Ǧinch radialǦspoke lightweight alloy wheels which cost almost as
muchasaTataNano(3,000+Euros)butperfectlyfittheoveralldesignofthecar.Viewedfromtheside,
thecarseemstobehuge,buttheaggressivebodylinesareaccompaniedbysmall"tricks"thatplaya
keyroleinthefinaldesign. Forexample, thedoor handlesareintegratedinto theshoulderline (that
continues from the bonnet to the trunk) which, thanks to the integrated light, creates a nice
surroundingeffectespeciallyatnight.

At the rear, there are the same aggressive lines as at the front, with two large taillights (which look
simplygorgeousatnight)andachromestripeabovethenumberplate.Forenhancedsportiness,BMW
installedtwoexhausttips;theexhaustpipeishiddenunderneaththerearbumper.

All in all, the new 7 Series is indeed a striking appearance on the road and its dimensions perfectly
match the luxury sedan concept it is complying with. The car measures 199.7 in (5072 mm) x 74.9 in
(1902mm)x58.2in(1478mm)(LxWxH)andhasawheelbaseof120.8in(3068mm).

Althoughitcouldbeconsideredawealthyman'scar,it'sadelighttodriveorjustrideasapassenger
inside the F01. Mostly because the car comes packed with tons of features, most of them aimed at
makingtheinteriorascomfortableasyourlivingǦroom.

The twoǦtone interior, a nice combination of beige and black, creates a calm and pleasant driving
atmosphere. Basically, the whole interior is covered in leather, regardless if we're talking about the
dashboardortheseats.There'snotevenasingleinchofplastic,asBMWstruggledtokeepthequality
levelofallmaterialsusedinsidethecaratthesuperiorlimit.DecorativeFinelinenaturalwoodwasused
on both the dashboard and the center console, making us believe that we're actually controlling a
yacht,ratherthanacar.

In just a few words, everything seems to be in the right place. The driver's door holds the power
windows controls along with all the electrical adjustments for both the driver's and the front
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passenger's seats. The steering wheel comes fitted with cruise control, audio and Bluetooth controls
whilethecenterconsolehousesthesoǦcalledprogrammable"favorite"buttonsthatletyouconfigurea
fewshortcutsforcertainfunctionsofthecar.


Thenthere'stheiDrivecontrollerknobmountedonthecenterconsolejustnearthegearstick.Justlike
on the other Bimmers, the rotating knob allows the driver to browse among the integrated systems
suchasairconditioning,audioandnavigationsettings.

At first glance, the 7 Series seems to be extremely spacious, with the four individual seats specially
designedformaximumcomfort.Andalthoughweadmitthatdrivingsuchamodelisquiteenjoyable,
weweresurprisedtoseehowfunactuallyistotravelasarearpassenger.Therearseatsarefittedwith
a massage function that comprises twelve soǦcalled massage bubbles and six rotation bubbles that
relaxthepassenger'sthorax,shoulderandlumbarspine.

Ourveryowntestwiththe2Ǧmeter"dummy"indicatedthatsittingontherearseatsisadelight,but
drivingthenew7Seriesmightcausesomeproblemsifnaturehasgiftedyouwithsuchagreatheight.

Taking into account its dimensions 199.7 in (5072 mm) x 74.9 in (1902 mm) x 58.2 in (1478 mm)
(LxWxH),the7SeriesisfarfrombeingacityǦorientedmodel.Butwe,justlikeanyother21stcenturyǦ
drivers,hadtogetthroughthecrowdedcitytraffictoreachourdestination.Andwedidmanagetodo
it,butdon'timaginethatdrivingsuchamonsterinheavytrafficiseasy.

Basically,allyouhavetodoinatrafficjamsituationistowait.It'sdifficulttosqueezethroughother
carsandit'salmostimpossibletoestimatethedistancebetweenyourcarandthevehicleinfront.But
evenso,it'sfuntobeinsidethisBimmerinalmostanyscenario,especiallybecauseithasalmostallthe
necessaryequipmenttoentertainyou,regardlessifwe'retakingaboutLCDscreens,massagefunction
ortheadvancedaudiosystem.

Parking sensors and rearǦview cameras are mandatory on such a large vehicle and because we're
talkingabouta120,000euromodel,BMWequippedour7Serieswithsuchgoodies.However,notethat
therearǦviewcameraonlycomesasanoptionand,dependingonthemarket,itispricedataround350
euros.

Fuel consumption on the other hand is shocking, in a good way of course. According to BMW's very
own figures, the 7 Series 740d should burn around 9 liters of fuel every 100 km (26.1 mpg) in city
conditions which,taking intoaccountthattheengine develops306 horsepower,is impressive to say
theleast.Ourcarhowever,intheveryheavytrafficconditionswemustfaceeveryday,indicatedafuel
consumptionratingof11.2l/100km(21mpg)aftera15Ǧkmtrip.

Leavingallthesefiguresaside,BMW7Seriesdoesn'tseemtooappropriateforcitydriving.Itdoeshave
a520Ǧlitertrunk,enoughforyoutocarryallyourChristmasshoppingbags,butseriously,youwon'tbuy
suchacartojustgototheofficeordoyourregularweeklyshoppingsessions...

Ifyou'reluckyenoughtogetbehindthewheelofa7Seriesbutyoudon'thavethechancetoleavethe
cityandputthe3Ǧliterengineuptotest,it'sjustawasteoftime.Leavingonajourneywithsuchacaris
in no way boring and all the integrated technologies are making the whole trip a nice and pleasant
activity.

First of all, there's the engine. The 3.0Ǧliter powerplant, mated to BMW's Steptronic eightǦspeed
transmission, develops 306 horsepower and a maximum torque of 600 Nm between 1500 and 2500
rpm. This basically means that you'll have the necessary power whenever you need it, regardless if
you'rethekindofsportyorcalmdriver.Andspeakingofthesetypesofdrivers,theF01canbeeasily
adjustedtobettersuityourneedsusingthefouravailablemodes,Normal,Comfort,SportandSport+.
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Injustafewwords,eachofthesefourlevelscomewithadifferentsetupforseveralparts,includingthe
response of the Dynamic Stability Control function (perfectly noticeable in Sport+) plus the steering
assistanceandtheautomatictransmissionsettings.Inmostcases,theNormalmodeisjustwhatyou
need, a perfectly balanced vehicle that comes packed with enough power, superior comfort and
optimizedfuelconsumption.

But even so, driving in a nonǦurban environment seems a bit more appropriate for the Comfort
configuration.Inthismode,theyachtfeelingbroughttoyoubytheinsidewoodpartscomesback,this
timebecauseofthecar'ssettings.Thecarisindeedabitmorecomfortableandweonlynoticedjusta
fewchangestothevehicle'sbehaviorwhilecruisingonthehighway.

Last but not least, there's the Sport+ level that releases the 306 horsepower hidden underneath the
hood.SwitchingtoSport+partiallyturnsofftheelectronicstabilitycontrolwhichpracticallymeansthat
wefinallygotachancetotestourNeedforSpeedskills.Thedriver'sheavyrightfoot,aslightcurve,
light rain conditions and the Sport+ mode activated made drifting a piece of cake and it only took a
seconduntilwechasedtherearsideofthecarjustlikeadogchasesitstail.

Leaving our adventures aside, the new Bimmer was once again impressive when it came to fuel
consumption. In highway conditions, at 130 km/h (80.7 mph) with cruise control turned on, the onǦ
boardcomputerindicated7.1l/100km(33.1mpg),slightlydifferentfromBMW'sestimated5.7l/100km
(41.2mpg).

From our point of view, the F01 should be a synonym for comfort. Basically, it's difficult, if not
impossible,tofindacomfortfeaturethat'snotavailableonthenew7Seriesascomfortisapiècede
résistanceforthenewlineup.Itallstartswiththewindshieldandendswiththerearseatswithmassage
function.Butfirstthingsfirst.

Ourcarwasfittedwithclimatecomfortlaminationwindshieldandglasswhichbasicallymeansthatthe
windshieldwillprotectthecabinfromexcessivesunlightandthusallowothersystems,suchastheair
conditioning,toworkmoreefficiently.However,suchafeaturecomesonlyasanoption,withapriceof
around250Euros.

Allfourseatscanbeadjustedfortheoptimalposition,withatotalnumberof8controlsavailablefor
each of them. Additionally, BMW installed cooling and heating systems for every seat, but these
featuresareactuallyoptions priced asfollows: heated and ventedrear seats,available separately for
400 and 1,000 Euros, Comfort front seats Ǧ 1,800 Euros and Comfort rear seats Ǧ 2,600 Euros.

Andthat'snotall.ThecarcomesfittedwithautomaticairconditioningwithfourǦzones,whichmeans
thateverysinglepassengerofthecarcansetuphisveryownsettingsfortheclimatesystem.Therear
occupants however can enjoy an even more friendly and comfortable ride thanks to the massage
function that's exclusively available for the rear seats and offered as a 500 Euros option.

Last but not least,wemust mentionthe "Comfort"modethat adjuststhe car'ssettings for the most
comfortableridethecarcanprovide,plusthe19ǦinchradialǦspokelightweightalloywheelsthatcome
asanoptionandcostǦholdyourbreath!Ǧ3,100Euros.

Fromthetechnicalpointofview,the7Seriesisimpressivejustbylookingonthespeclist.The3.0Ǧliter
engineisarealstateǦofǦtheǦartpieceoftechnology,especiallyifwe'retakingintoaccounttheamount
ofpoweritprovideswithsolittlefuel.AccordingtoBMW'sfigures,theCommonRailtechnologyhelps
develop 306 horsepower at 4,400 rpm and 600 Nm of torque between 1,500 and 2,500 rpm, while
keeping fuel consumption at a very low level: 26.1 mpg (9 l/100km) city and 41.2 mpg (5.7 l/100km)
highway.
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Just like on the 5 Series GT, the tested model was fitted with Integral Active Steering which is very
usefulespeciallyforsuchasportyandagilelargesedan.Inshortterms,thesystemautomaticallysteers
therearwheelsintheoppositedirectionofthefrontwheelstoincreasestabilityandcomfort.Theuse
of such a technology has two benefits, depending on the car's speed: at low speeds, it reduces the
turningcyclewhileathigherspeedsitincreaseshandlingandstability.Thiswasalsooneoftheoptions
addedtoourvehicle,withpricinggoingaround1,600Euros.

Thesuspensionsystemwithallitsfourmodesisalsoamajorfeatureofthecar,asitallowsthedriverto
customizethesettingsdependingonthedriver'sneeds.TheComfort,Normal,SportandSport+levels
adjust the setup and provide a greater amount of power and/or increase the comfort rating.

BMW'sSteptronictransmissionunithas8forwardspeedswhich,regardlesstheselectedmode,makes
gear shifting almost unnoticeable. Furthermore, the gearbox comes with a manual shift function, so
driverswhoarelookingtobringtheirveryowntouchtothecar'sfinalperformancefigurescaneasily
pullthegearsticktotheleftandthenshiftmanually.

Sinceitpackssomanycomfortfeatures,itwouldbenaturallytoexpectatleastthesameamountof
systemsinthegadgetsection.Andasfaraswe'reconcerned,wewerepleasedtoseethatthenew7
Series is packed with almost every single entertainment feature you would ever desire in such an
expensivemodel.

Thisisindeedagoodthingbutthesadthingisthatmostofthesefeaturesareactuallyplacedonthe
optionslists,thusincreasingthecar'sfinalprice.TheProfessionalHiFisystemforinstanceispricedat
750 Euros while the navigation system, together with the necessary maps, costs no less than 2,000
Euros.

The rearǦseat infotainment system is very expensive as well, 2,500 Euros, but is worth every single
Eurocent.Mostlybecauseitnotonlyallowedustobrowseamongtherearseats'configurationoptions
butalsotoplayvirtuallyalltypesofmultimediafiles,includingvideosandDVDs.Theinterestingfactis
that every rear passenger can select a separate radio station or play a different song than the one
selectedbythedriverandlistentothemusingastandardheadset.

One of the uncanny and weǦcan'tǦunderstandǦitǦmaybeǦyouǦcan feature is the USB connectivity. The
carcomeswithtwoUSBports,eachofthemwithseparatefunctions(don'taskuswhy):theoneinthe
armrestthatallowedustoplaymusicandtheoneintheglovebox,whichisonlyusefulifyouintendto
copythemediafilesonthehardǦdisk.

Besides the massage function we mentioned before, the F01 also includes BMW's very own Night
Visionsystemthatmonitorstheroadaheadanddisplaysvisualwarningseverytimeapedestrian,who
bythewaylookslikesomekindofzombieontheinǦcarLCDscreen,mightstepinfrontofthecar.Once
again,thisisjustanoptionandcostsaround1,900Euros.

There are several "regular" features, such as the rearǦview camera and Bluetooth support, with the
latterpricedat650Euros,butthecaralsobenefitsfromadaptiveheadlightsandtheSoftǦClosesystem
thatautomaticallyclosesthedoorwhenitisapproximately6mmofthelock.

TheonlythingwemissedherewastheheadǦupdisplay,whichwashoweveravailableasanoption.
Asfarassafetygoes,BMW7Seriesisaveryadvancedvehicle.Wewon'tpresentyouwithsafetyresults
simplybecauseithasn'tbeentestedbyanywellǦknownsafetyinstitute.

WecanassurethoughthattheguysoveratBMWdidallthatwaspossibletomaketheF01thesafestit
couldget. Airbags all around,passive and activesystemsplusabundleofelectronicfunctions are all
theretomakesurethatpassengerswon'tbehurtatall.
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Safety features include driver and front passenger airbags, front and rear curtain airbags with side
protection, front and rear thorax protection plus ABS, DSC and DTC. Furthermore, the car benefits
from a brand new bodyshell specifically created to absorb impact energy and avoid the cabin, thus
protectingtheoccupants.TherearealsothecrashǦactivatedheadreststhatprotectboththeneckand
theheadofallpassengers.

One of the special features on the F01 is the ConnectedDrive emergency call system which
automaticallyalertstheemergencyservicesandtransmitsyourcoordinates.

Lastbutnotleast,theadaptiveheadlightscomewithaspecialfunctionthatautomaticallyadjuststhe
lightbeamathigherspeedstoilluminateagreaterpartofthecenteroftheroad,ratherthantheouter
edges.

CONCLUSIONS

Afteracoupleofdaysspentbehindthewheelofa7Series,werealizedthatthenew7Seriesisindeed
worth every single cent. The car appears to be the perfect combination of excellent power, superior
comfortandthelowestpossiblefuelconsumption.TheguysoverattheBavarianautomakermanaged
todoanamazingthingwiththeengine,whichdevelopsnolessthan306horsepowerbutcanachieve
even9l/100kminurbanconditions,obviouslyinaperfectworld.Fromthispointofview,theengine,
together with the transmissionsetup,is surely oneof themainadvantagesas comparedtoits rivals.
Comfortontheotherhandispracticallyatthehighestpossiblelevel,asBMWequippedthecarwith
almost every feature an eccentric wealthy business would desire. From fourǦzone automatic climate
control to seats with massage functions, the 7 Series could be easily considered a living room on
wheels.Theonlythingthatdoesn'timpress,ifwereallywanttofindsuchathingonthenew7Series,is
probably the exterior design, albeit most people consider the F01 looks just like a sedan should look
like.Probablythe mostsignificantdownsideofthe carisitsprice, asthefinalamountof moneyyou
have to pay to buy one of these goes around 120,000 Euros. Unfortunately, it's fairly difficult to cut
somefeaturesandlowerthepriceassuchanexclusivemodelwithoutitspremiumgoodies,suchasthe
massagefunctionorthenavigationsystem,wouldsimplynotmakesenseatall.

MAKE:
BMW
740d [F-01] M SPORT Bi-Turbo 8-Sp Tiptronic Auto, 4 Dr Saloon.
MODEL:
GU11XFJ
Registration NUMBER:
Date of First Registration:
03rd March 2011
BlackSAPPHIREMetallic[475M]/ VENETIANBeigeDakotaLeather[LCDF]
COLOUR [Body / Interior]:
Number of Cylinders & TYPE:
6_InLine24Valve,DOHCTwin Sequential Turbo Diesel
Cylinder CAPACITY:
2993 cc
306 BHP [230Kw] / 443 Lbf-Ft [600Nm]
Horse POWER / Torque:
Chassis NUMBER:
WBAKM82030CN19242
Engine NUMBER:
26347518
Fuel TYPE:
DIESEL Fuel OIL [SHELL v-Power Diesel ONLY]
Oil TYPE:
CASTROL Edge TurboDiesel [ACEA A3/B3/B4,C3; SAE 0W-30; API SM/CF; BMW Longlife-04]

ServiceHistory: CarhasaFULLBMWservicehistory

